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WRITING

Directions
Now you will write a paper in response to a writing prompt. First, read the prompt in the
box below.

Then use the separate paper your teacher has given you for your prewriting activity (such
as brainstorming, listing, freewriting, clustering, mapping, or drawing).

After you finish your prewriting activity, write your first draft on the separate paper your
teacher has given you. Look back at your prewriting activity for ideas.

Writing Prompt

In the article “The Secret of the Oak Island Money Pit,” Daniel McGinnis and others
want to learn more about something that is a mystery. Write a paper about something
you would like to learn more about and explain how you could learn more about it.
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Directions
Now you have time to revise your draft. Reread your draft and think about the
Writer’s Checklist below. Check every box that makes a true statement about your draft.

Writer’s Checklist

My paper has a beginning, middle, and end.

My paper uses paragraphing appropriately.

My paper flows smoothly from one idea to another.
My paper stays on the topic.

My paper includes details and examples.

My paper uses precise and vivid language.

My paper includes a variety of sentence structures.
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My paper includes correct grammar/usage, punctuation, capitalization,
and spelling.

For every box you did not check, make the necessary revisions on your draft before
you write your final copy on Pages 5 through 9.
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